What We Fight For

Information and
Resources
If you have been detained in

The Immigrant Justice Working
Group at North NJ DSA has been
working with a broad coalition of
advocacy groups and individuals
who are dedicated to the fight
against deportation and
detention.
We believe that the fight begins
in our own backyard, and that it
involves the entire community.
North NJ DSA supports full legal,
social, and political equality for
all, and open borders globally.

Essex county (Elizabeth
Detention Center or Essex
County Correctional facility) and
would like to ask a legal
question please call American
Friends Service Committee.
Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays
2:00pm-4:00pm
Phone Number:
(973)474-9861
(Free calling code 1885#)
For more information on what to
do when stopped by police or
immigration officials visit:
www.direteam.org
www.aclu-nj.org/yourrights

What to Do When
Confronted by
Immigration and
Customs
Enforcement

Know Your
Constitutional rights!
All people living in the United States,

Immigration agents must have a
warrant to enter or search your
home, except in emergency
circumstances. If ICE says they have
a warrant:

including undocumented immigrants,

Ask to see it-have them slip the

have certain U.S. Constitutional rights.

warrant under the door or hold it

If you are undocumented and ICE

up to a window.

agents knock on your door or stop you

Make sure the information listed

outside of your home:

is correct.
Make sure that a judge has

Remember to remain calm. Don’t

signed it.

run. Speak carefully. Anything you

If immigration agents enter your

can say may be used against you.

home without a warrant, say “I do

Don’t resist, even if you’re innocent

not consent to your entry. Please

or if you think the police or ICE are

leave.”

acting unfairly or unlawfully.

You have the right to ask for officers

If an immigration agent knocks on

for ID and Badge Numbers.

your door, DO NOT OPEN THE

Take pictures of any documents

DOOR. Ask them to identify

immigration agents show you. Keep

themselves. Say: “I do not give you

any papers they give you in a safe

permission to enter my home based

place.

on my 4th Amendment rights

It is your constitutional right to

under the United States

remain silent. DO NOT ANSWER

Constitution unless you have a

ANY QUESTIONS.

warrant to enter, signed by a judge

You have the right to speak with a

or magistrate with my name on it

lawyer. DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING

that you slide under the door.” Even

without first speaking to a lawyer.

if immigration agents say they are

ICE can use anything you say

looking for a friend or relative, DO

against you in court. Say: “I do not

NOT OPEN THE DOOR.

wish to speak with you, answer your
questions, or sign or hand you any
documents based on my 5th
Amendment rights under the
United States Constitution.”

If the stop occurs outside of your
home, ICE cannot hold you unless
they have reason to think you are in
the country without authorization.
Race or ethnicity are NOT valid
reasons to stop you. Say, “Am I free to
leave?” If you are allowed to go,
calmly walk away. ICE agents
frequently do not wear uniforms.
ICE agents may not search you or
your pockets unless they have
probable cause to believe they will
find evidence of a crime or they are
arresting you.
You do not have to talk about your
immigration status with ICE.
Immigrants with lawful status must
show proof of that status to ICE
agents if they ask. If you do not have
valid immigration documents, tell
them that you want to remain silent.
Don’t lie about your citizenship or
show false documents.
If you are not under arrest, you have
the right to film ICE activity unless
you physically interfere. If you have a
right to be somewhere, you can
record from there.
Write down as much as you can
about the interaction: Badge
numbers, vehicle descriptions and
license plates. Record with your
phone if you can. Report the raid
immediately at 1-888-DIRE-SOS.

