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Welcome to Red Star Ledger. We are 
the North New Jersey chapter of the 
Democratic Socialists of America. 
We’re part of the largest socialist or-
ganization in the USA. Since our last is-
sue, we‘ve seen the far-right Supreme 
Court advance their heinous agenda 
by overturning Roe v. Wade, weaken-
ing environmental protections, and 
further entrenching minoritarian rule. 
As corporations make record profits, 
we’ve seen prices for basic necessi-
ties grow. We’ve seen rents in New Jer-
sey continue to be some of the most 
expensive in the country with evictions 
growing and little help in sight.

However, the working class is fight-
ing back and making important gains. 
New workers are unionizing and gain-
ing power at Starbucks locations 
across the country, in Amazon ware-
houses, at Trader Joe’s and more. In 

NJ, nurses and educators continue 
to fight for safety in the communities 
they serve. In Latin America, we see 
hopeful signs of a resurgent Left.

Here at NNJDSA we are fighting for 
housing for all, free abortion on de-
mand, universal healthcare, environ-
mental justice, and to put socialist 
candidates in positions of power. Join 
us to push back against a system that 
cares more for profit than for people. 
We are a community of folks commit-
ted to changing the world for a better 
future.

All are welcome and all are needed. To 
find out more scan here: QR code.

The Red Star Ledger is a publication of 
the North NJ Democratic Socialists of 
America. We believe that working peo-
ple should run both the economy and 
society democratically to meet human 
needs, not to make profits for a few.

The Red Star Ledger is a collection of 
individual member op-eds, educational 
blogs, and other thoughts from the Left. 
Opinions expressed here are those of 
the author(s) only. 

All our writing is done on a volunteer 
basis, and we’re always looking for more 
help. 

Contact us at: rsl@dsanj.org

Welcome Comrades!

THE STATE OF ABORTION IN NEW JERSEY

On July 24th, New Jerseyans took to 
the streets to protest the reversal of 
Roe v. Wade. Chapter members rallied 
outside the office of Senator Bob Men-
dendez, who did not sign a letter that 
many of his Democratic colleagues 
did imploring President Biden to take 
strong action to protect abortion. Dem-
ocrats are racing to maintain control of 
congress ahead of the midterms, but 
many in office have dragged their feet 

on reproductive rights for years. That 
is why speakers outside of Mendez’s 
office discussed how it was imperative 
to do more than vote in November. 

In New Jersey, Bill A-4350 has been 
advanced in the state legislature to ap-
propriate 20 million dollars in abortion 
care, which would help people from 
New Jersey get abortions, as well as 
those coming from areas where the 
procedure is now illegal. Unfortunately, 
passing common-sense legislation on 
abortion has been a challenge even in 
a blue state like New Jersey. 

Governor Phil Murphy has tried to 
strengthen abortion laws by resur-
recting provisions from the Freedom 
of Reproductive Choice Act passed 
this year. He is facing pushback from 
Republicans and his own party: Sen-

ate President Nick Scutari and As-
sembly Speaker Craig Coughlin have 
cast doubt that these expansions will 
pass, despite having the power to whip 
votes.

“When Roe was overturned, my email 
was flooded with fundraising emails 
from the Democratic Party. They are 
out of touch on the issue of abortion. 
They continue to use outdated lan-
guage by only framing this as a private 
issue that impacts women. They only 
care about using this issue to advance 
themselves in the polls, but have done 
little to protect abortion.“ says Bella, 
an organizer involved in reproductive 
justice fights in New Jersey and New 
York.

Bella added that the criminalization of 
self-managed abortion and deporta-

The Role Of Mass Organizing Around Reproductive Justice In A “Blue” State by Julia  T.

https://newjerseymonitor.com/2022/06/27/u-s-senate-democrats-urge-bold-action-by-biden-on-abortion-rights/
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2022/08/lawmakers-must-do-their-part-and-expand-abortion-access-for-new-jerseyans-opinion.html
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/2022/06/24/roe-v-wade-nj-phil-murphy-womens-rights-democrats/7650954001/
https://newjerseyglobe.com/legislature/scutari-pessimistic-on-future-of-murphy-abortion-proposals/
https://www.nj.com/politics/2022/06/murphy-plan-to-expand-abortion-access-in-nj-unlikely-to-pass-top-democratic-lawmaker-says.html
https://www.nj.com/politics/2022/06/murphy-plan-to-expand-abortion-access-in-nj-unlikely-to-pass-top-democratic-lawmaker-says.html
https://www.ifwhenhow.org/resources/self-care-criminalized-preliminary-findings/
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STATE OF ABORTION cont. 

gress cannot be taken for granted. At-
tacks on bodily autonomy harm people 
who are poor, people of color, and queer 
and trans people to an even greater ex-
tent. One way to find common cause 
in our struggles is through a mass or-
ganization like DSA that ties reproduc-
tive justice to other material and social 
issues through an intersectional ap-
proach.

“We have a platform as socialists which 
we can use to rewrite the course of 
abortion, destigmatize the procedure by 
speaking about it publicly and openly, 
and tie the issue to worker’s and work-
er’s rights, environmental issues, hous-
ing, and so on.” says Bella.

So far, the North Jersey DSA has raised 
$2,500 for the National Network of 
Abortion Funds through a Bowl-a-Rama 
fundraiser, hosted a discussion with 
activist Jenny Brown, and is planning 
community teach-ins. The Medicare For 
ALL Working Group is laying the founda-
tion for a publicly-funded abortion clinic 
in Hudson County. Building coalitions 
with groups already doing reproductive 
justice work and clinic defense in and 
around our communities, such as NYC 
for Abortion Rights, an abolitionist, so-
cialist-feminist collective, will be neces-
sary in this fight.  

Through organizing and community sup-
port, we can build the power needed to 
challenge our current political and eco-

tions of people seeking abortion has been 
going on long before the overturning of 
Roe. National policies like codifying Roe 
into law and repealing the Hyde Amend-
ment, which prevents federal funds from 
being used for abortion services, could 
have ensured stronger rights for those 
seeking abortions. However, when the 
Democrats have controlled all three 
branches of government, they have still 
failed to pass these policies. 

Even in NJ where abortions remain le-
gal, there are over 50 “crisis pregnancy 
centers,” which masquerade as abortion 
clinics but attempt to intimidate patients 
out of the procedure. A concerted effort 
is required to shut down these centers 
and the right-wing organizations which 
fund them. Abortion does not have to be 
explicitly illegal when crisis centers and 
TRAP laws (targeted restrictions on abor-
tion providers) are used to prevent people 
from obtaining abortions.

Beyond policy, reproductive justice also 
includes on-the-ground support for pa-
tients, networks for abortion access, 
and mutual aid. We need to continue to 
engage in direct action by marching in 
the streets, confronting politicians, and 
protecting our clinics. Unions must make 
pledges to support abortion access for 
workers as attacks on abortion rights are 
attacks on the entire working class.

The stripping of Roe threatens the civil 
rights of everyone and shows that pro-

https://abortionfunds.org/
https://abortionfunds.org/
https://abortionrights.nyc/
https://abortionrights.nyc/
https://crisispregnancycentermap.com/
https://crisispregnancycentermap.com/
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/issues/abortion/types-attacks/trap-laws#:~:text=Hellerstedt%20centered%20on%20two%20TRAP,abortions%20obtain%20hospital%20admitting%20privileges
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PUBLIC ABORTION CAMPAIGN
On June 29, 2022, the Jersey City Council unanimously 
declared the city a “right-to-choose sanctuary city”, where 
“anyone should have a right to abortion, on-demand, and 
without question.” This declaration signaled a promise by 
the Council to protect people who give birth. Campbell 
Charshee, a member of the Medicare For All Working Group, 
attended the meeting to urge the Council to follow through 
on their promise by establishing a free, non-means-tested 
abortion clinic. Because the average cost of an abortion is 
$549 and 13.5% of Hudson County is uninsured, Charshee 
explained why a free abortion clinic is so vital to the work-
ing class of Jersey City. In spite of these facts, no free or 
affordable abortion clinics exist in Jersey City. If the Coun-
cil is to protect the right to choose, they must protect that 
right for everyone, including those who do not have the fi-
nancial means to make that choice. 

Similar to New Jersey’s latest Freedom of Reproductive 
Choice Act, the JC resolution fails to protect access for 
folks who cannot afford an abortion. For the many Hudson 
County residents without insurance, the 2021 median price 
for a procedural abortion was $625. Abortion pills, which 
constituted 39% of all abortions in 2017 and are available 
to order through telehealth websites like Aid Access, cost 
on average $568. These costs are prohibitive. The Federal 
Reserve estimates that ⅓ of U.S. residents do not have 
$400 readily available for emergency use. For those with 
private insurance, only 4 in 10 people can use their insur-
ance to cover the procedure. 
 
Existing safety nets are also hindered by income require-
ments and limited resources. New Jersey Medicaid covers 
all abortion costs, but pregnant people must meet income 
requirements and possess documentation for permanent 
residence in the U.S. Around 84,000 of Hudson County’s 
residents are undocumented and cannot benefit from this 
service. Another financial assistance option for NJ resi-
dents is the New Jersey Abortion Access Fund. However, 
funds only go to four abortion clinics, the nearest being in 
Englewood and Hackensack; the fund also does not cover 
for the full cost of an abortion. Latinx, and Black folks most 
are affected by these barriers to receiving health coverage 
in New Jersey. As affordable options remain limited, many 
low-income folks may put off paying for necessities like 
utilities, rent, or food to cover out-of-pocket expenses; they 
may also delay seeking care to a later time in their preg-
nancy, when more complex procedures are needed, the 

cost of abortion increases, and the number of providers 
decreases. 

Many Hudson County residents seeking abortion services, 
especially those without a car, also face difficulties in find-
ing convenient care. There are no abortion clinics in Hud-
son County, but in the Heights neighborhood of Jersey City, 
there is a crisis pregnancy center (CPC) that spreads mis-
information about abortion with the aim of discouraging its 
clients from seeking abortion services. If someone without 
a car lived in the Journal Square neighborhood of Jersey 
City, they could take a twenty minute bus ride to a center 
they may have passed before and already knew about. 
Meanwhile, the Jersey City HHS website shares no infor-
mation on nearby trusted abortion clinics, and if someone 
chooses to visit the nearest Planned Parenthood in Eliza-
beth, the same person would have to take several trains 
and/or buses for a trip that can take anywhere from 45 
minutes to an hour and 15 minutes. This distance can also 
increase if someone has a preferred provider who speaks 
their language and makes them feel comfortable, or if 
someone requires a surgical procedure (the nearest clinics 
that offer these are in Newark, Union, NYC, and Montclair, 
with only the latter accepting abortion funds).

With these disparities in abortion access in mind, Charshee 
made his request to the JC Council, and now, the Medicare 
For All Working Group is building a campaign in Jersey City 
for a free, non-means-tested abortion clinic, the distribu-
tion of abortion pills as a free, non-surgical option, and the 
establishment of a fund to support all those seeking re-
productive amnesty. We want to put pressure on the JC 
Council through letters and op-eds, especially as a possible 
avenue for funding a clinic through the recently proposed 

by Angelica L.

https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/report/key-facts-on-abortion-in-the-united-states/#How-much-do-abortions-cost
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-abortion-united-states
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-abortion-united-states
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/report/key-facts-on-abortion-in-the-united-states/#How-much-do-abortions-cost
https://www.guttmacher.org/gpr/2018/06/restrictions-private-insurance-coverage-abortion-danger-abortion-access-and-better-us
https://www.nj.gov/dcf/about/divisions/opma/docs/Hudson%20County%20Needs%20Assessment%20Report%202020.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dcf/about/divisions/opma/docs/Hudson%20County%20Needs%20Assessment%20Report%202020.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/dcf/about/divisions/opma/docs/Hudson%20County%20Needs%20Assessment%20Report%202020.pdf
http://njaaf.weebly.com/funding.html
https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/new-jerseys-uninsured-getting-the-garden-state-covered/
https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/new-jerseys-uninsured-getting-the-garden-state-covered/
https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/new-jerseys-uninsured-getting-the-garden-state-covered/
https://www.jerseycitynj.gov/cityhall/health
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A-4350, which would allocate $20 mil-
lion of state funds toward expanding 
reproductive access. Recently, we 
connected with the Atlanta DSA, who 
was able to push it city government to 
allocate $300,000 to the National Net-
work of Abortion Funds. The chapter 
brought together hundreds of people 
to sign their petition through canvass-
ing and coalition building, highlighting 
the power of on-the-ground work. 

With the Atlanta DSA’s model of en-
gagement, we are looking to partner 
with other organizations involved in 
reproductive justice. Our chapter has 
already connected with the Abortion 
Justice Committee of North Jersey, a 
grassroots organization formed after 
the Dobbs decision to improve access 
to abortion in North Jersey. Our organ-
izations share similar priorities and we 
plan to attend each other’s meetings in 
the next month to facilitate collabora-
tion and build power together. We look 
forward to learning alongside other re-
productive justice organizations who 
have been in the struggle for abortion 
rights long before us. 
 
With the proposal of A-4350, the pass-
ing of the right-to-choose sanctuary 
city resolution in Jersey City, and just 
recently, a similar sanctuary city dec-
laration in Hoboken, this moment is 
crucial in the fight for a clinic that pro-
vides abortion services to everyone 
regardless of income, ethnicity, insur-
ance coverage, or immigration sta-
tus. We invite anyone who supports 
a public abortion clinic in Jersey City 
to write a letter or op-ed to a New Jer-
sey or Hudson County media outlet. 
We especially would love to hear from 
people who have or can give birth and 
those who have and can seek abortion 
care. If you would like to join our M4A 
WG in other efforts such as conduct-
ing research, canvassing, and coali-
tion building, we meet every Monday 
at 6pm. Abortion is healthcare, and 
we will absolutely demand it, for free, 
without apology. Join us here. 

PUBLIC ABORTION

Musician and health justice organ-
izer Campbell Charshee plans to 
release a five-track album in Sep-
tember titled, “The War on Health 
Mixtape,” under his stage name and 
alter-ego, “Campblicated.” 

Charshee grew up playing piano in 
Baltimore and moved to New Jersey in 
2008 to study jazz at William Paterson 
University under Kevin Norton. He 
previously attended George Washing-
ton University in Washington, D.C., 
performing in various bands in the ac-
tivist scene of the mid-2000s. He lives 
with diabetes and the undue burdens 
that come along with it in a privatized 
healthcare system.

“The War on Health Mixtape” will 
be available for $4 on Bandcamp. 
Proceeds will be paid to RIP Medical 
Debt, a Long Island-based charity that 
purchases and forgives medical debt. 
Every $4 forgives $340 of medical 
debt. 

R: How did you get into performing 
and making music? How did that part 
of your life coalesce with the political 
part? 

C: I grew up in Baltimore and moved to 
D.C. in 2004 to go to George Washing-
ton University. I was originally think-
ing I would go there to study politi-
cal science. Most of the people you 
meet down there were, in some way, 
shape, or form, political junkies. There 
was also a great jazz program at that 
school. 

R: When did healthcare become politi-
cal for you? 

C: I was diagnosed with type 1 diabe-
tes in 1988 at 12 years old. Before that 
I had leukemia. Later, I started wearing 
this pump that sits on my stomach and 
administers insulin. So, I’ve had tech

THE WAR ON HEALTH 
MIXTAPE

by Rory P.

nology keeping me alive for most 
of my life. It’s why my alter-ego, Camb-
plicated, is a cyborg. I’ve also been a 
huge fan of science fiction. Grew up 
watching Blade Runner and Star Trek.

Becoming an adult and managing a 
chronic condition is a very difficult 
thing to do, especially if you’re making 
a living as a musician. I have not had to 
ration insulin. I’ve had to ration other 
kinds of supplies. I’ve had to skip doc-
tors’ visits. I’ve routinely had to take 
on medical debt, been in and out of 
collections. Paying off almost $8,000 
of medical bills. 

So, I realize this was, in my opinion, a 
form of medical discrimination that I 
was experiencing. In 2015 and 2016 
the costs really started going up for 
me. That led me to be a health justice 
organizer and to do organizing in our 
chapter. I wanted to address this in a 
musical fashion. I want people to be 
aware.

You hear about diabetics dying be-
cause they couldn’t get their insulin 
in time due to insurance companies 
refusing to cover it. There is a psycho-
logical cost to living and getting by in 
this system while managing a chronic 
condition. Knowing that you’re being 
denied care in our multi-tiered system 
that others have access to. And know-
ing that other countries don’t have to 
deal with this.

R: How has your work with the North 
Jersey DSA chapter influenced you as 
a musician?

C: Doing a summer of door knocking 
for Joel Brooks. standing on the line 
with striking nurses, now doing work 
in Jersey City to do publicly financed 
abortion care has all made me a better 
musician and a better listener. We all 
do so much hard and serious work. 
I want to give people something to 
bump to and chill to.

(full interview linked here) 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bill-search/2022/A4350
http://north.dsanj.org/roe/
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You who build the altars now
To sacrifice these children
You must not do it anymore
A scheme is not a vision
You never have been tempted 
By a demon or a god

You who stand above them now
Your hatchets blunt and bloody 
Your were not there before
When I lay upon a mountain 
And my father’s hand was trembling 
with the beauty of the word

Who suffers from Roe being overturned? The working 
class. Who else suffers? Children who are unwanted and 
the families who can’t adequately feed and care for them. 

Millions of children were forced back into poverty after 
the Child Tax Credit expired. With no new stimulus check 
in sight, families will be forced to continue stretching 
themselves even further to make ends meet. This is the 
inhumanity the right-wing wants us living in. 

The litany of America’s abandonment of care for our chil-
dren is long and worsening:
• Historic baby formula shortages due to the greed of 

monopolistic corporations
• The end of the Child Tax credit, which could have 

alleviated a significant amount of child poverty and 
hunger had it become permanent

• No paid parental leave 
• No national health care system
• Childcare options that are few, far, and expensive
• The impact of Covid and other infectious diseases on 

young children 
• More than 140,000 U.S. children lost a parent or pri-

mary caregiver to a pandemic-related cause
• The takeover of school boards by the far-right
• Family separation due to the prison industrial complex 

and ICE
• Thousands of children, disproportionately black and 

indigenous stuck in the foster care system
• A child welfare system that is better understood as a 

“family policing system” that targets Black communi-
ties

• More cops in schools than social workers
• The return of corporal punishment in a Missouri 

school district. 
• Continued mass school shootings and the trauma 

inducing drills that accompany them
• Ensuing climate catastrophe

The overwhelming reason people seek abortion is be-
cause they lack the financial and material resources 
needed to raise children. The majority of people who get 
abortions are those who already have families and inti

mately understand 
what is needed to provide children a safe, healthy, secure 
and loving environment. 

A notable study conducted in the 70s called the  “Turna-
way Study” details some of the effects on children whose 
mothers were denied an abortion:

• Women who were denied abortions were more likely 
to not have enough money to cover basic living 
expenses like food, housing and transportation and 
increased the number of their negative public financial 
records, such as bankruptcies and evictions.

• The children women already had showed worse life 
outcomes when their mother was denied an abortion 

• Children born as a result of abortion denial are more 
likely to live below the federal poverty level than chil-
dren born from a planned pregnancy

• Carrying an unwanted pregnancy to term is associ-
ated with poorer maternal bonding, such as feeling 
trapped or resenting the baby, which can cause deep 
psychological problems for both the parent and child

The raising of loving, healthy children is critical to a 
healthy society. America’s system fails horribly and is the 
worst of the industrialized nations. How many children’s 
lives must be sacrificed to the failing conditions of capital-
ism?  

The growing right wing assault on abortion not only harms 
the rights of women, people of color, and those in the 
LGBTQ community; it also harms children directly. Do 
children have the right to safe drinking water, to be born 
into families that have adequate resources, to a free and 
high quality education, to schools without mass shoot-
ings? Or are they only fodder for ongoing & future wars, for 
consumerism and to provide the ruling class with a future 
class of laborers? 

Our only hope is to get involved and fight like hell for free 
abortion on demand, for a future children will want to/be 
able to live in and breathe. 

GENERATIONS SACRIFICING 
FUTURE GENERATIONS

“The Story of Isaac” by Leonard Cohen

Does america hate children? Anti-abortion is Anti-life. 

by Kate Q.
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 IVY HILL TENANT ORGANIZING 
While the class struggles of the early 
twentieth century helped to create 
the (albeit racially exclusive) mass 
homeownership enjoyed by much 
of the Baby Boomer generation, 
the reality for today’s working class 
is one of mass tenancy. More U.S. 
households are renting than at any 
point in the last 50 years, and the 
median rent has increased nearly 50 
percent since 2008. In North Jer-
sey, where developer and landlord 
interests exert significant control 
over the political landscape, almost 
40% of households are tenants and 
residents spend a median of 31.8% 
of their monthly income on rent (ac-
cording to federal guidelines, paying 
more than 30 percent of house-
hold income on rent is considered 
‘overburdened’). Any serious social-
ist movement needs to be involved 
in the tenant struggle, and North 
Jersey DSA has committed to do just 
that. 

In late 2020, a tenant from the Ivy 
Hill apartment complex in Newark’s 
west ward contacted NNJ DSA’s 
housing justice working group after 
noticing some illegal evictions taking 
place, as well as a general deteriora-
tion in living conditions. Ivy Hill is the 
largest private residential complex 
in the state, comprising 10 high-rise 
apartment buildings. It is owned by 
Argo Real Estate, a large corporate 
landlord based in New York City that 
owns over 5,000 properties in the 
greater New York City area.

After meeting with a few more ten-
ants, a group led by NNJ DSA’s hous-
ing justice working group (along with 
members from Brick City Mutual Aid 
and Homes for All Newark) began 
canvassing the buildings in January 
2021. We spoke to tenants about 
their experiences in the building, 
and quickly learned that they had 
a lot in common: pests, packages 
getting stolen, poorly maintained 
facilities, illegal rent increases and 
eviction attempts, and unresponsive 
building management. We began 
facilitating Zoom calls so that tenants 

could speak to each other about their 
common struggle and see that they 
were not alone. We also invited the 
tenants we met to join us on our future 
canvasses and helped them draft a 
petition and collected signatures while 
canvassing the complex, which lasted 
through the summer of 2021.

The petition was delivered to the 
landlord as well as the Mayor and City 
Council, Governor, Lt. Governor, and 
State Senator and Assembly People 
on September 14, 2021. We collected 
a total of 121 signatures, with tenants 
demanding pest control, consistent 
heat in the winter, a permanent fix to 
persistent plumbing issues which were 
causing leaks and black mold, better 
building security to prevent packages 
being stolen, and an end to eviction 
pressure that kept up even during the 
eviction moratorium.  

In addition to getting the attention 
of the landlord and city government, 
the petition helped identify the initial 
members of a tenant committee, which 
formed to keep the momentum going. 
The tenants are now running the cam-
paign themselves, with DSA supporting 
however we can. The committee has 
met with Mayor Ras Baraka on two 
separate occasions. At the first meet-
ing, residents articulated their chal-
lenges and the mayor committed to 
instituting a code enforcement sweep 
of the building. At a follow up meeting, 
the results of the sweep confirmed the 

infestation of the building with rats 
and roaches. Tenants are now work-
ing to ensure the code enforcement 
issues are resolved. 

The code enforcement sweep was a 
tangible victory for the tenants, but 
the fight is far from over. NNJ DSA is 
working to help the tenants formalize 
their committee into a formal tenant 
union, and social events are being 
planned to build community in the 
apartment complex to ensure the ten-
ants’ organization is stronger for the 
next fight. 

To get involved in tenant organiz-
ing in your community, email us at 
nnjdsa.housing@gmail.com. 

by Nate H.

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/07/19/more-u-s-households-are-renting-than-at-any-point-in-50-years/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/07/19/more-u-s-households-are-renting-than-at-any-point-in-50-years/
https://www.statista.com/topics/4465/rental-market-in-the-us/#dossierKeyfigures
https://www.statista.com/topics/4465/rental-market-in-the-us/#dossierKeyfigures
https://www.deptofnumbers.com/rent/new-jersey/#:~:text=Renter%20Fraction%20in%20New%20Jersey&text=In%202019%2036.65%25%20of%20households,according%20to%20Census%20ACS%20data
https://www.nj.com/data/2018/02/25_towns_where_residents_spend_the_most_of_their_i.html
https://www.nj.com/data/2018/02/25_towns_where_residents_spend_the_most_of_their_i.html
http://nnjdsa.housing@gmail.com


7

THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL FOR TENANTS
Landlords are removing New Jersey-
ans       from their homes at the highest 
rate since the pandemic began. In re-
sponse, the North New Jersey Chapter 
of the Democratic Socialists of Ameri-
ca (NNJDSA) is organizing a campaign 
to pass a “Right to Counsel” (RTC) ordi-
nance in Jersey City. 

RTC refers to government policy that 
funds free legal representation for peo-
ple at risk of losing their homes. Some-
times that risk is due to eviction filing, 
a landlord’s failure to make necessary 
repairs, harassment or discrimination 
by a landlord, or any circumstance that 
may put tenants at risk of being forced 
to move.  

The RTC legislation advocated for by 
NNJDSA and its coalition partners is 
modeled after an ordinance passed 
by the New York City Council in 2017 
that resulted in a 30% decline in evic-
tion filings. Before the ordinance was 
passed, one percent of tenants fac-
ing eviction had legal representation 
in housing court. Now, 74% have RTC 
representation, and 84% of those with 
representation stay in their homes.  

“It’s simple. We want to give free law-
yers to people at risk of losing their 
homes. Anyone who gets served a 
notice of eviction, give them a law-
yer,” said Sarah Levine, an organizer in 
NNJDSA’s Jersey City branch. “Moving 
is expensive and people don’t have oth-
er opportunities. To give them an attor-
ney for free to compel the landlord to 
bring the building up to code is a key 
way to make sure people don’t become 

houseless.”

The RTC ordinance promoted by NNJD-
SA would be more inclusive and acces-
sible than the RTC implementations in 
NYC, Connecticut, the City of Newark 
and elsewhere. NNJDSA supports a 
version that free of eligibility criteria, as 
opposed to means-tested policies that 
exclude large swaths of people.  

The teeth of the reform will be in its 
funding structure. Organizers intend 
the ordinance to be funded through a 
tax or fee on landlords and develop-
ment rather than the general budget, 
which comes from a property tax levy 
or federal grants. 

Finally, a RTC ordinance should allow 
for affirmative cases, which means 
tenants would be able to use their 
RTC-funded lawyer to seek judgment 
against a landlord in the event they fail 
to provide necessary repairs and ser-
vices that can render a home uninhab-
itable. In other RTC programs, tenants 
receive free representation only as de-
fendants. 

The housing crisis is reaching a fever 
pitch as landlords in New Jersey are 
raising rents at a higher rate than em-
ployers are raising incomes. The $750 
million rental and utility assistance pro-
gram passed in 2021 was designed to 
be difficult to obtain for those in most 
need and temporary for those who re-
ceive it. About 58,000 evictions filings 
were made in the first seven months of 
2022, double the number is the same 
period last year. Meanwhile, those lim-

ited rental assistance funds are run-
ning dry. Making matters worse, courts 
have a backlog of more than 31,000 
tenancy cases.  

“It’s so expensive to live here. People 
are selling their homes and others are 
being evicted,” said Isaac Jimenez, co-
chair of the NNJDSA Hudson County 
branch. “RTC speaks to the moment 
we’re in. While there are many crises 
stacked on top of one another right 
now, the one that allows us to organ-
ize for the rest is housing. Keeping 
folks where they are is where we start. 
Developers are taking advantage by 
upscaling and kicking people out. It’s 
happening everywhere.”

“This campaign really important to 
working-class people, who are begin-
ning to understand housing as a hu-
man right.” said Jimenez. “This is a 
form of politics that speaks to the ma-
terial needs of our lives, unlike what the 
Democrats are doing.”

While a successful RTC campaign 
would achieve material gains for work-
ing-class people, the journey to that 
point will build productive and mean-
ingful relationships both within the 
chapter and between organizations. 

“RTC has been really great for growing 
the chapter. It’s a broad-coalition cam-
paign that we need to put our chapter 
on the map, especially in off-election 
cycles,” said Jimenez. “It’s a great way 
to build trust.”

by Rory P.
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Airbnb is gentrification on steroids. It has impacted cit-
ies around the world by taking long term rentals off the 
market, further increasing the housing crisis in already 
unaffordable cities. In places like Jersey City, it’s even 
worse as tourists occupy units in one of America’s most 
expensive rental markets and contribute little to the local 
economy as they spend the majority of their money in 
New York City. 

Airbnb was made legal in Jersey City in 2015 with few 
restrictions. In 2019, a new ordinance proposed reigning 
in Airbnb by putting a maximum cap on the number of 
days one could operate an Airbnb, a maximum cap on 
the number of units one can list on Airbnb, and penal-
izing anyone who violated this ordinance. Soon after the 
ordinance was proposed, Hudson County DSA began at-
tending Jersey City Council meetings to push for its pas-
sage. 

Hudson County DSA’s campaign was run by a group of 
five organizers from the branch. The organizers held 
textbanks to try to get branch members to attend these 
meetings and speak out against the many landlords who 
opposed the ordinance. 

Although Airbnbs’s PR department tried to portray land-
lords as scrappy locals who just wanted to make some 
extra cash by renting out their spare bedrooms, the vast 
majority of the landlords opposing the ordinance were 
large property owners who would get apartment leases 
in bulk and operate them as boarding homes and sublets 
with no permanent residents living onsite. These land-
lords had no concern for the long-term health of Jersey 
City neighborhoods as renting units on Airbnb was more 
profitable for them than otherwise putting vacant units 
on the rental market. 

To support the ordinance, our members prepared a zine, 
created a website for the campaign, and crafted home-
made signs. Branch members handed out the folded 

zines at laundromats and neighborhood stores to inform 
JC residents about the ordinance and encourage them to 
speak at council meetings. This canvassing also helped 
us connect with neighborhood organizations like the Riv-
erview Neighborhood Association (RNA) who attended 
city council meetings alongside us.

The council was initially not committed to passing the 
ordinance and Mayor Steven Fulop did not take a stance. 
Meanwhile, Airbnb prepared an astroturf campaign, pay-
ing outsiders to speak against the ordinance. To help 
combat their lies, we knew we needed labor’s support 
and connected with the Hotel Trades Council (HTC) 
whose members also spoke in favor of the ordinance at 
council meetings. Airbnb attempted to write them off as 
the “hotel lobby” despite being an AFL-CIO affiliated un-
ion.

The Council meetings for this entire campaign were long, 
many times going until early in the morning, completely 
packed with landlord after landlord. However, to our sur-
prise, the council sided with us and passed the ordinance 
7-2. 

Ballot Initiative and Share Better Coalition
Airbnb landlords started strategizing what their op-
tions were against the city’s new ordinance and began a 
smear campaign to overturn it. 20,000+ signatures were 
collected under the “Save Our Homes” name. Save Our 
Homes used scare tactics to convince residents the or-
dinance would impact them, their housing, and their Sec-
tion 8 vouchers. Airbnb ramped up spending and hired 
canvassers for their astroturf campaign. A PR blitz in the 
local media easily allowed them to collect 20,000 signa-
tures 

In July of 2019, DSA began putting pressure on the coun-
cil not to flip-flop on the ordinance. Rather than rescind 
their ordinance, the council kicked the decision down to 
voters with a ballot measure. At this point, DSA joined 

by Colin M and Allie H
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with Share Better, the main coalition of progressive and labor 
groups that formed to encourage residents to vote yes on the 
ballot measure. We asked folks to document where “Vote No” 
signs were appearing and start tracking online propaganda 
from Aibnb about the ballot measure. We also challenged 
landlords directly, holding a protest outside the building of a 
landlord who was using affordable units as Airbnb rentals.  

As our campaign intensified, more Airbnb corporate employ-
ees arrived and Airbnb began pumping millions of dollars into 
their propaganda blitz. Part of their strategy involved smear-
ing DSA and Share Better members as being racist, misogy-
nist, and anti-immigrant for opposing them. However, few 
Jersey City residents seemed to fall for their “woke” postur-
ing. Despite their war chest, their campaign was failing. By 
September, Mayor Fulop caved to our pressure campaign and 
endorsed our coalition. In the fall, we focused on intensive 
canvassing in key neighborhoods most affected by Airbnb.
                                    
Wins!
On November 5th, 2019 we experienced an overwhelming 
victory with 70% of voters saying yes to the ordinance. Over 
five million dollars was wasted by Airbnb on their bitter loss, 
with an untold amount of dark money from various other in-
terest groups flowing into the ballot measure. This day also, 
by sheer coincidence, was the great socialist leader Eugene 
V. Debs’ 164th birthday, giving a very special significance to 
the win.

Through this campaign we proved that the working class in 
a small city can land a blow against a billion-dollar tech com-
pany and their propaganda. Our campaign helped expose the 
predatory landlords in Jersey City and cohere a large group of 
renters who firmly stood up against their greed and exploita-
tion. Jersey City is still one of the most expensive rental mar-
kets in the country, but our campaign provided a glimpse of 
how tenants can use their collective power to fight back.

Looking Ahead:
Echoes of this campaign are still heard in current organizing 
around housing justice in North Jersey. Three years later, or-
ganizers in the chapter point to this campaign as a reason 
they learned about DSA’s work. This year, our chapter contin-
ues to support two housing justice campaigns with efforts to 
further organize tenants and to fight for a Right to Counsel in 
Jersey City. 

Get Involved!
If you want to get involved in building tenant power in North 
Jersey and fight back against landlords, reach out to our Hous-
ing Justice Working group or the Right to Counsel campaign!

North NJ DSA Housing Justice Working Group Email: nnj.
housing@gmail.com
North NJ DSA Housing Justice Working Group Site: https://
north.dsanj.org/Housing-Justice/
Right to Counsel Email: righttocounseljc@gmail.com
Right to Counsel Campaign Site: https://righttocounseljc.org/
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In early August, the Zionist settler co-
lonial entity known as ‘Israel” launched 
yet another round of attacks on the 
people of Gaza, already described by 
human rights observers as essentially 
an open-air prison, claiming to target 
a “terrorist.” The result, as usual, was 
death and destruction. Several dozen 
Palestinians were killed, including chil-
dren. The depths of the Zionist state’s 
murderous depravity were once again 
shown to the world. 

Periodic intensification of state vio-
lence and the disproportionate media 
coverage it garners can often obscure 
a fundamental reality: the existence of 
“Israel’’ itself, built on the disposses-
sion and continued immiseration of the 
Palestinian people, is the problem. In 
short, Israel is an apartheid state ac-
knowledged by the UN Rights Organi-
zation and Amnesty International.  This 
truth is at the core of the North New 
Jersey DSA BDS and Palestine Solidar-
ity Working Group’s activity. As social-
ists, we are committed to internation-
alism, anti-imperialism, decolonialism, 
and opposition to all forms of oppres-
sion. Therefore, we are unequivocally 
and unapologetically anti-Zionist. 

Our working group continues to move 
forward with our mission of contribut-
ing to the international movement for 
the liberation of Palestine.

We are organizing locally as part of the 
national BDS and Palestine Solidarity 
Working Group’s sustained food boy-
cott campaign called “No Appetite for 
Apartheid.” This campaign has already 
resulted in only the third official apart-
heid-free store in the US in Broward 
County, Florida. Building on our recent 
canvassing in Elizabeth, the working 
group is organizing political education 
and canvasser trainings for this cam-
paign in coalition with local organiza-
tions such as the Palestinian American 
Community Center in Clifton. 

As a partner in the new Jersey Coali-
tion to Support Palestinian Liberation, 
the working group is planning political 
education events related to the Defund 
Racism campaign, an effort to revoke 

501(c)(3) status from US-based organi-
zations that fund settler efforts to further 
dispossess and displace Palestinians. 

We have done great work in the few 
months we have been operating, and we 
look forward to increasing our external 
facing work in the months ahead, includ-
ing No Appetite for Apartheid. In order 
to make our work even more impactful 
and grow the liberation movement in our 
area, we need to build greater capacity. 
That starts with YOU. If you are in soli-
darity with the people of Palestine and 
their heroic resilience and resistance, if 
you oppose settler colonialism and im-
perialism, if you abhor racism, if you de-
mand justice in every corner of the globe, 
then the North New Jersey DSA BDS and 
Palestine Solidarity Working Group is for 
you. We meet alternating Mondays at 
8:00 PM ET and would love to see you 
there. 

For more information, contact us at 
nnj.bds@dsanj.org. 

by Brian  F.NO APPETITE FOR APARTHEID 

From the river 
to the sea,
Palestine

 will be free!
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POLITICAL EDUCATION: WHAT IS SOCIALISM?

Are you new to socialism? Or have you been a social-
ist for years, or even decades? However long you’ve 
been a socialist, however long you’ve been a DSA mem-
ber, however many socialist words and acronyms you 
understand, YOU can benefit from political education. 
We invite both experienced and inexperienced social-
ists to join us in our chapter political education work.

Why should DSA members care about political educa-
tion? The National Political Education Committee of 
DSA outlines five reasons: (1) We don’t learn class poli-
tics in school, (2) Political education builds democracy 
within the organization, (3) We use political education 
to define our politics, (4) Political education is where we 
learn to argue our politics and convince others to join us, 
and (5) Political education helps build our campaigns.

With an eye towards these points, and as part of our chap-
ter priority campaign Building a Stronger North Jersey, the 
chapter re-formed its political education working group 
this spring. Political education has been an integral part 
of our chapter’s work in providing opportunities for chap-
ter members to learn about campaigns and engage more 
deeply with focus issues of our working groups at our 
monthly chapter meetings. The Political Education work-
ing group aims to deepen and supplement this work. 

The Political Education working group includes members 
who have been a part of NNJDSA for some time, as well 
as newer members (including yours truly!) with an inter-
est in and commitment to the value of ongoing learning.  

Our conversations this spring focused on what our goals 
as a working group would be and in launching a So-
cialism 101 learning series for our chapter. Based on 
the National Political Education Committee’s curricu-
lum, we have begun piloting a three-part learning series.

Our first session of the pilot series held in late July addressed 
the question “What is capitalism?” The second session on 
August 31st was focused on the question “What is Social-
ism?” and the third session, anticipated in September, will ad-
dress “Why the working class?” We plan to continue to begin 

this series again in the Fall after we complete it the first time 
around, so don’t worry if you missed it the first time around!

We are excited to bring renewed focus and energy to 
political education in the NNJDSA and look forward to 
learning together with our comrades. If you would like to 
get involved please join one of our working group meet-
ings. We typically meet bi-weekly on Wednesdays via 
Zoom. You can join via the NNJ DSA calendar. Look out 
for more Information about upcoming Socialism 101 
sessions in general communications to the chapter. 

by Lindsay H-P
and Brett R

https://north.dsanj.org/calendar/
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BDS/Palestine Working Group
CREW (Caucus of 
Education Workers)
Ecosocialist WG
Electoral Working Group
Fundraising WG
Housing Justice WG

Immigration Justice WG
Medicare for All    
Labor Working Group
Media Comms Committee 
Member Engagement Comm.
Reproductive Justice WG
Tech Committee

Working Groups

  
Email : rsl@dsanj.org 
Web : https://north.dsanj.org

CAMPAIGNS AND WORKING GROUPS

Building NNJDSA Campaign 
Housing Justice Campaign 
Class Struggle Campaign in Jersey City 

2022 Campaigns

Join us! All are Welcome!

http://northnj@dsanj.org  
https://north.dsanj.org

